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SONE NEW BOOKE.

Cerman Mnmor,

In an Actave voluma of 430 pages Mr. Hiwn
Miren-Uannxov hine eollected and translated
& laczn number of examples of 7r Hemor af
Gmmany (Seriboer'sl, OF courss no such ro-

' peitory of extracts was aver complelely satis-

factory, even to the author. The abundunce
of material from which 1o choons nod the nar-
row apace at lia disposal compel him to omit
many chiaracterintls exeorpts, which, as he
knowa, muy seam Lo many of his readers more
worthy of selection than soma which he hnas
ineluded In his voluma. On the whola how-
aver, In this Instance the work of the sompiler
has lLean wall parformad, almost every type
and phasa of Gisrman humor being happily
IHastratal, Wa cannot say as mueh for the
transiution, po far nn the ponicr s conecernad,
Fapacinlly is the attampl to rendar cortain
lines of Huina into Fnglish verse n fnilure,
Tha verslons of 1l pross exiracts are beiter
done, though here nlso eithar tho transiator or
the proof reader in elisrgaable with a good
many blunders

L

Waean ngres with many things, but must
disagres with some thinga that the compiler
sars in Uhs introduetion where e essays tha
diMeult task of defining humor lo general and
German lumor in particular.  Mr. Miollor-
Casonov iloes tiot senin Lo have n clear Goneap-
tion of the fundumeninal dilferencs hetwoen
wit and humor.  Pelinarily, wit issiwply con-
esrned with the mode of exprossion. Con-
celvably one may bo wilty in discussing the
laws of gravitation, this roots of adend lan-
gunge, or a problom In Euelid, This naser-
tion in mada good by utlerin his " Hudibras.”
But ons eannot ho humorous In propounding
or elusldating abstract ideas. Humor doos not
uncessarily involve the command of eplgram-
matic or felivilous oxpression, but it does al-
ways lmply that a certain kind of subject s
submitted to oliservation, and that it Is eon-
sidered from a cortain pointof view. Thesub-
ject is always human natire, or the nature of
thoss mpimals In whom approximations
to human nature may be dotected or pre-
tendnd, and the view-point Is alwayns that of
searching comprohonsion and lively sympathy,
Wheu one deflues humor in this way. one sees
al n glance why tha command of it and the
eommand of pathos are alwnys united In the
same porson, Ol aympathy, humorand pathos
nra, dndeed, twin chilidren: the walling tearand
tha charitable, indulgent smile ars but JdifMor-
snt ambloms of an emotlon substantinly iden-
tical  The man who 18 sald to have the gift of
humor, like him who used to lie deseribed ns
the man of feeling, inlie who, In the lirst placo,
Vinr made s closs and eandid study of himpalf,
and who, perliaps for that very reagon, when
ho looks outward, Is Lest nble to put himsell
in mnother's place,

It wa adopt such o definition of humor, It
sliould be easy to diseriminnte betwesn the
national types of it. In a rare, or people,
wlileh, by inharited Instinct, is most Intro-
snoctive, and which, In domentie and soolal re-
Iations, uvinces most humanity and sympathy,
wo should look for tha developmeant of humor
in the most Incisive and illuminntive yet
kindly form. The rulo may Lo laid down that
the nation whose mastor works of lotters or
of art appeal most vowerfully to the feeling of
pity ean also moat elfectively rouso the sense
of humor. The Greeks lor Instance. whoso
away ovsr the graver emotions hina never been
surpassed, produced also masterpleces of
humorin the plays of Arlstophanos and the
dislogues of Luclan. Onthe other hand, the
traditional conception of the Roman character
nseams to exclude the exhibition elther of in-
tense compansion or of a keen ausceptibility
to the humorous aspecis of human life and
charactor. As a matter of fact there Is
ncarcely a trace of humor "In Latin litarature,
outside of Plautus: for what humorousstrokes
there are In Teronce are notoriously borrowed
from the Greeks. If the modern Italians and
the modern ¥ronch were ns closely ralated
by bood to the Homans as thelr langaages are
to the Latin, we shonld expect to discover as
little evidence of humor In thelr literatures.
Butin both peoples thers is a strong infusion
of the Teutonlo spirit, while In France the root
of the national charactor is Celtic. which, as
wa rocognize in Ireland, where we seo it al-
most intact, Is prefminently assoclated with a

. eapacity for pathos on the one land and

/humor on the other,

It to Englishmen Ger-
man lumor seems more Intelligible and en-
Joyuble than guy other, it Is because the fun-
damental leatures of thae English race and lan-
guage aro still essentially Low German., The
Englishman, like the Teuton, s a serlous per-
son, and, although less demonstrutive than his
kinsmun, he is at Lbottom extremely sympa-
thetic. The wit of Helne, for example, lis ex-
traordinary powor and play ol expression, lins
never been botter comprehonded than It s in
France. But it is probable that, outsido of his
own countrymen, only Englishmen appreciute

.the subtiety, the delicney, the depth, and the

pathetic quality of his humor. Of Helne, ns of
Btarne, it may be sald that he sometimes seamsa
tosmlle through tears, that his humor has a
wisible background of sorrow: but the apecifle
trait of the German sontimentalist |s his eus-
tom of chasing sway a tear, when on the point
of falling, by an nbrupt and merry lnugh,

It in satisfactory to learn that the pulilishers
af this book have also brought out two vol-
umes, respoolively entitled, " The Humor of
France " and the * Humor of Ttaly.” We hape
tiiat these will be supplemented by other com-
pilations exomplifying the humor of Hpain,
the bhumor of* Ireland, and the humor of
Russin

We shull illustrate the scope nnd the value
of the book hefora us, waiuly Ly extracts from
Richter. Heine, Bogumil GUoltz, snd Jullus
Hisitenlieim, towkich may be added, If we have
space, instancos of university and newspaper
humor. Wo would bagin, however, with an ex-
traet from o metrival translation of a fable
wrilten by Hugo von Trimberg, who lived in Lhe
lust halfof the thirteentli century, It |l evident
that under the igures of the woll, the fox, and
the ass, the suthor is depicting the paris play-
od In medimwyal soclety by the nobles, the eler-
gy.and the common poople. According to thia
Imble, the wolf and the fox. being on a pligrim-
sgoto Ilome, overtook the mss, and thence-
forth the three fared forward together. Pres-
ently the wolr, however. suggested that it
might apare the Pops some troubls if the three
pligrims confessed each other, He proposel
acoordingly that each should desoribe his
greatost ain, and so, passing over trifles, he
acknowledged the one desd that gave his con-
selsnce pain,

“Tisthis—tbers dwalt baside the Rhine
Aman whe lived by feeding awine
Ho had o sow who rambled wide
While all ber ples with bunger cried,

1 punisbhed ber in such & way
Toat aever more alie weol sslray,
Mer littls ones deseried now,

Oft moved my pity, U'll avow;

1 ended all thelr wees one night -
Now lat iy puniabiient Le Ughs

*Well." sald she Fox, * your sin was small,
And hardly can for peuanve call;
For such & veuisl transgression
You've mads da by tls cont
And now I'll do &5 you bavs dans—
OF all my slus 'l name bul oner
A man such poley fowly wonid keep,
That O 400 BeAr ki beuss could sleey:
The ugs of ble chantlcl
Disturbed the country far sud pear.
Distracied by the nolss, eas sighs
1 went and stopped hls srowing quite
ol this fesl saded not the matlor—
The bhns began to axow and ahatter;
And o0 (Voo dosd T slighily rue)
1| klled thein and shair ghlcksus, tee™

“Well" enid the WolL “te hush that din
Wassursly no slarming slu;
Abslain from poultry (oF thires vays,
And, if you ke, anend your wWays
Bal now Lhe Ans Diusi be confessed,
Ponkey! Bow (ar have Fou branagresssdr™

AR said Wbe s, Witk dlamal boay,

“You know I have net much be say;
For I have tolled trom day te day,
And dous for master servies good,
18 SRITYLEg Woles, eorS, 854 b el

Put ence. n winlar trme, "the tras,
1414 what | parhaps must roe:

A gountryman, to Reap him warm

(e had jnet (hen A mawy glarm),
Tiad put poma straw Ints ha shogs
To bite it [ eonid not refose;

And ae (for hunger waamy lar)

1 ook, ar atale, & singls straw.”

“Thare! say ao more " tha Fax axslaimad;
“ Far wanl of straw (hat man was lamed,
Hin foat wars Hittan by the frost;
"Tin prahanle Lin e wase lost,
"Toan theft and muorder—No reply |
Your pranance in that you most dis"”

Tn the following extract Jean Paul Fried-
rieh hiehter disc the infl of the
passion of lovo upon the female rex and pro-
poses a divislon of Inhor in matters santi-
mental. * Love." sagn Richtar, *ia tha periho-
llon of women—Ay, It is the teanait of an
enrthily Yenus through thes sun of the idoal
world.  During this period of thair highest re-
finemont of soul they love whataver wa love,
aven though it ba selonce and the best world
of beauty within us: and they desplss what-
over we desplse, even though It Lo dress and
guraip

“Thense nightingales slog up tothe date of
the summer solatles; their marriage duy I8
thalr longest day. The devil does not tnke thelr
power of song all atonce, but plecameal day by
day. The firm bands of wadloek tie up the wings
of poesy: to the free play of faner marringe
means Imprisonment on hread and water
Many & time I have follownd about vnn of
these poor birda of paradise or peaencks or
Payehes during their honeymoon, and pieked
up the moulted feathers that wero strewn
about: and when Iater the husband complain-
e that he had taken unto himsell a bald and
unlovely bird, I would show him the wasted
troasure. Why lathis ¥ Besause marrings erocts
a crust of renlity about the ideal world: itis
much the same case as with the sphers wo llve
on. which, asrording to Descartes, 18 A sun
enveloped In an earthy shull. A woman lacks
the power which a man has to protect the
innor strueturos of air and fancy agalnat the
encronchments of the rough outslde. Whers
shall she seek refuge? In her natural kesper.
A man should ever stand guard with a apoon
over the Muld silver of the feminine Intellect,
to remove the seum as it rises. that the core of
the ldeal may shine the brighter. But thore
are two kinds ol men: the Arcadians or lyrie
poets of i, who love forevor, llke Rousseau
when his hair wns gray: second, there are the
Loorish shopherda of to-day. the plehelan
postasters und practical men of business, who
thank God when their enchantress, like other
enchantresses, chianges into a growlling eal,
and keepa the houss freo from vermin.'

Lleliter goes on to show how little adapted
men of the Inttor class ara to love-making and
how glad they should be to perform that Tune-
tion by proxy.

"“No opne suffers from greater cnnni and
anxiety than n fat. welghty, slouching, bass-
voleed man of business, who, like the Homan
elephants of former times, Ia eallod upon to
dance upon the slender rope of love, and
whose amorous pantomimes always remind
me of dormice, that seem to Le at nloss about
their every movement when sudden warmth
Interrupts their dormant state. Only with
widows, who care less to be loved than to be
murrled, can a heavy man of business begin
Lis romanco where the novelists end theirs—~
viz, at the steps of the altar. Such o man,
conatructed on the erudest atyle, would have a
lond off his mind If he oould get some one to
love his shapherdess in his name until there
was nothing moro to be done but to have the
wedding; the taking upon mysell of such
eroases and burdens for another Is just what [
should feel a calling (or. I have often thought
of advertising In the public papers (had I not
feared It might be taken for a jokel thatI
offar mysell to serve as plenipotentiary to any
man of business who has no time to properly
make love to a glrL"

Iv.

In all of Helne's writingn there is nona bet-
ter ealculated to exhibit the pecullar sudden
turns and elusive flavor of his humeor than the
passago reproduced inthis volume whersin
he recalls his youth and eduention. Heferring
to the methiod of Instruetion at the school In
which he wasa pupil, he recalls that every-
thing was got by hoart—"The Roman Kings,
chronology. Greek, Hebrew., geography, Ger-
mnn, mental arithmetio—Lord! My head is
still giddy with It! All must be learned by
heart. And much of it was evontually to my
advantage. For had I not learnod the Homan
Kinzs by heart It wonld subssquently have
been a matter of perfect indifference to mo
whethor Niebuher had or hud not proved that
they never really existal.” As for the Latin,
he tells the lady to whom he |s recounting
these reminiscences thut she “really can
bave no ldean how muddled It is. The
Romaons would never have [lound time
to conquer the world If thay had been
obliged first to learn Latin, Thoso happy
people knew In their eradles the nouns with
an accusative in ini. ® * * It wont Letter In
Hebrow, for I always had n great predilection
for the Jows, althongh they to this very hour
liave erucifled my good name: but 1 never
could get wo far In Hebrewns my wateh, whieh
had an intimate Intercourse with pawnbrok-
erd, and in eonrequenco acquired many Jew-
Ish hablty—for instance. It would not go on
Baturday, * * * Meanwhile I learnod much
more German, and that Is not suel child's play.
For we poor Germans who have niready been
sufciently plagued with soldiers quartered
on us, military duties, poll taxes, and o thou-
sand other exactions, must needs over and
abovoall this torment each othor with acou-
satives and datives, = * *

"I suceecded better in natural history, for
there wo fNind fewer changes, and we always
have standard epgravings of apos, kangaroos,
rubras, rhinoceroses, Xe. And having many
such pletures in my memory, it often hapuenn
thnt at first sight many mortals appenr to me
Hke old nequalntances,

"I did well in mythology: I took real dellght
in the mob of gods and goddessor who ruled
the world In joyoun nakednwss. Iudo not bLe.
lieve that there was & schoolboy In anclent
ltome who knew the chilef artivles of lils cato-
chilsm—that Is, the loves of Yenus—better thun
I, Totell the truth, it searms to me that If we
must learn all the heathen gods by heart. we
might as well have kept them from the first:
und we bave not perhaps mede so much vut
of our new Iloman Trinlty, or even our Jowish
monothelsm. Perhaps that mythology was
not In reality so immoral as we imagine, and
it was, for example, & very decent thought of
Homer'sto give thie much-loved Yenus a hus-
band, * = ~

" But 1 succesded best of all In the French
class of the Abbé d'Aulnol, & French dunigrd,
who had written a number of grammars, and
wore & red wig, and jumped about very ner-
vounly whien he recited hils Actpoetigue wnd his
Histoire Allemande. He was the ovly man in
the wlhole gymnssium who taught Geriman
history, Still French has its diMeultios, and
many bitter words came In. I remomber ntlil,
a8 though it happened yestorday, the scrapes
1 got Into through la religion. Blx times came
the question: ‘Heorl what |s the Freoch for
“tho faith"? And slx tlmes, ever more
tearfully, I vreplied: "It s called /e
erddit' And st the seventh gquestion, with
& deep cherry-red face, my furlous examiner
erled, * It is oallod la religion,’ and there was
& raln of blows, snd all my school fellows
laughed, Madame. sinos that day I can never
hear the word religion but my beck turns pale
with terror aud my cheeks red with shame
And to speak truly, ls erédit has durlng my
1ife stood me In better stead than ls religion
FPurbleu, madames, 1 have succesded well in
Fronch. I understand not only palois, but
even aristocratic nurse-maid French.”

Heine goss on to say that he learned por-
Baps as much froma Frenoh drummeras from
any other instructor, and that until he heard
that mao drum he never understood the story
of the taking of the Bastille, of the Tulleries,
and the like. “In our school compendiums
of history we merely read how *thelr High.
nesses the Dukes and Princes, with the most

Hia Majesty the King. with his most sublime
spouss tha Queen, had their hoads out oft'
But when you hear the red gulllotine marsh
drummed you understand It eorrectly for the
firat time, And you know the how and the why,
Madame, it Is (hdesd a wonderful march,
It thrillad through marrow and bene wlm!.!
first heard It and 1was glad when I forgot It

Tha recollastion of the gulllotine march, {'a
irn, by one of thoss abrupt transitions from
humor to pathos and back agaln to humor.
which are charactoristio of Helne, brings back
nscens In a lsoturs room at Gottingen, whers
Napolaon, after his downfall, was roundly
berated by & eerlaln Professor Eaalfeld.
“How esuld 1" asks Haine, who had beson
the pupll of A man who had drummed
through tha Revolution and the Emplire, *hear
the Emperor cursed? Tha FEmperor, the
Emperor, the groat Emperor! The Emperor
{a dead, On a waste (sland In the Atlantin
Ocenn In hin geave; and he for whom the world
was too narrow liea quietly under a littlo hil-
lozk, whors flve woeping willows hang their
groon haada, and a little brook, murmuring
norrowlally, ripplos by. Thera s no Insorip-
tlon on his tomb; but Clio, with s just pan,
has written thereon Invisible words which will
resound, ke splrit tones, through thousands
of yanres.

“Britannia! the sea |8 thine. Butthe sea
has not watar enough to wash away the shamoe
witl whioh the death ol that mighty one has
coveread thee. And he was thy guest, and had
seated himsell by thy hearth.

“Birange! A terrible destiny has alroady
ovortaken the thron grentest onemles of the
Emperor. Londonderry has cut his throat,
Louis XVIIL han rotted away on his throne,
and D'rof. Saalfeld is still professor In Got-
tingon ™

¥

Pogumil Goltz, whom wa may alinoat con-
slder a contemporary, since nhe did not dis
until 1870, was o man of fortuns., who, al-
though hLorn in Warsaw, studied at the
Univorsity of Broslau. and attained n high
rapk among German humorista. His point of
view 1s even more modern than that of Helne,
and his insight. *searching as it is, was never
divoroed from the kindiiness and sharity
which are inseperable from true humoras dis-
tinguished from satire. Of his characterietie
vein no better example ecould be given than
theé passage cited in this volume, from which
we reproduce some oXxtracts. The nuthor s
discoursing vpon woman, and one can seo
that, wnile pretending to vilipend them, he
really ndores tham.

“In his relotipn to woman man s alwars
ma:2 or lessa ol a fool, whether he ba their
husband. lover, councillor, or friend. He ax-
pluins the same thing to them over and over
opgain: he doelares, ho dowmonstrates with a
will; he would have it thus and so. because
only in this wise. and at such a time, will It
fulill his purpose: he polots the arguinent
and he grounds it with such explicitnoss that
n very sign post would strike root at listening
to him. For a moment the Indy feara the
threntening storm: but as for the mental
offoct, the effect which the argument should
moko as such, which truth should make ns
truth—for that hor ladyship has no respect;
Indoed, she doea not even respoct law and jus-
tire with all her heart, but only under com-
pulsion, and driven thereto by Jeapair.

“Man may talk as much an ho ploases; the
epoken word exerta no potent Influence over
agenuine woman. So long as her emotions
ars atrongly affeoted, the whole line of argu-
mentation to which ths apoken word gives ex-
pression asoms to her but o plece of academl-
cal man-inventad pedantry—the learned twad-
dle of tha scliools. sheoinelineth not her car
to rensons: sho considers them an intclerabls
imposition. nn encroachment upon the realm
ol her sentiment ond ths supremacy ol her
feminine intuition. Her logle is passion: she
feels but her mood. hor interest: she sees
tnings and relations Lut as thoy regard her
personally. Whether there is an injustice to
others implied, and what is the true import of
things per ze. all that is rarely comprehended
nnd retained by @& woman, where her
Interest or her antipathy aomes into pldy. In
the entiro course of the clearest and conafsast
exposition the fair listenor Is oecupied only
with her excitement and opposition, and never
with the subject in question and its Impor-
tance. The spoken word, as soon oa she ia re-
quired to acknowledge its office as bearer
and representative of Intellect. to value its ab-
solute potency. is to her but empty sound. At
the last she may yield to pathos—to emphasis,
to oratory, as ahe might do st a play. The dia-
lectien affect her posaibly by their eloquence,
diction, and pictorial qualities. but rarely by
thelr cogency.. When all arguments are ex-
bhausted, and the apeaker looks forward to the
offact for the sake of which he has marshalled
all his rhetorieal art and logie. and taken his
eloquence into both hands, as {t were. madam
comes brok to the same fatal point, to the
eame nonscnsa from whence she started, and
all tho forees of rhotorie, all the concentratod
rensoning goos for nothing."”

tioltz. goes on to show how In presence of
an loteriocutor so refractory 8 man's temper
rlses, and ne waxes Indignant, although he is
certain to be told that it s quite unnecessary
to raise his voico and get In a passion about
nothing:

“Thoe auietost, most serens of men must
despair when thers I8 no sppesling to human
reason. But madam shall be eonvineced, He
connts ngaln the serried syllogiswns on trem-
bling fingers. with fAashing eyes ond tremu-
lous lips. withn volee half suppressed by rage;
every word in accantuated as if it wore to cone
jure up spirits and wake the dead. Argu-
menta are applied like thumbscrews, the an-
tire denlonstration is held up menacingly like
n plstol with trigger drawn; she is accusea of
not possessing roason, and inthe next moment
itis demanded of her, as ono demands the evi-
dence of his llve senses from & person sus-
pielous of insanity. Madam Is asked to
declare. briel aud plgin, whether sho hns
undorstood; she Is not to say what she
will do oy not do; the matter under disous-
sion and Nta fulfilment is to remaln secondary:
the mun wanis naught but the satisfaction of
At acknowledgment that he {8 right, that lis
better hall possossesa and respacts human
reason. All materinl interest s to besetaside;
her ladyship shall hove quite her own way; It
Is only demanded that there be a declaration
Inthe interest of truth, of logie, of human
dignity: butof this the falr sufferer in the
rause of non-reason Is not capable;itis asking
toomuch of her feminine nature: it breaks her
heart, Ehe feels herself (li-tromnted; In her ox-
citernent she has heard nothliog but words,
and, like o tragedy queen, she has been ocou-
piod only with her griel. Hhe comprehends
naught but her boundiess misery, and the
axiomatio barbarity of the genus man. And
the tears she has long repressed burst forth,
washing away demopstrations, sylloglsms,
avd all; that in a woman's logic, Nature will
not be foreed, and least of all woman oaturse
Dosed with argumentation and logle, it loses
appetite, fulness. wit, complexiun, grace.
amlubility, and viveeity,"

v,

Jullus Stettenhielm, who was born at Hpm-
burg sume sixty years ago, and is now living
at Berlin, 1s best known as the editor of the
Wespen and the Humorisiishes Deulsehland,
Among lunumerable humorous compositions,
perbaps the most successful has been his
"War Correspondence,” parts of which are
transiated In the book before us. We repro-
duce the editorial Introduotion to the letters
and two of the episties which subsequentiy

“The natural and justifiable mistrust whioh
the reading publio brings to bear upon pub-
lished reports from military headquarters has
caused us to send our extra special eorre-
spondent, Herr Wippehen, whose presence has
slready graced severnl ofMcelal fustivities at the
porter brewery, an well as two general assem-
blies of the Architects' Club, to be an eyewit-
ness upon the fleld cecupled just sow by the
Oriental question,

" No sooner was our Intention made publie
then four managers of the most renowned life
lnsurance companies applied to us declaring

thelr willingness to (nsure the 1ife of Herr
agninst all the dangers of war apon
the raasonabls conditiona.

“Yestarday, at 11 o'clock in the forenoon,
Herr Winpohan set out on his journey. favored
by the most glorlous weather. In the svening
wa had his fiest report from Barnau (a amall
town near Berlin), which we hete publish:

“* Draxat, May 3 1877,

“*Aftertravelling fortwo hours Larrivad hare,
and in this frisndiy little town I found rooms
far from the deafening nolso of the rallwar,
where I ean devots mysell with lelsure to my
task. It is my purnose to give you a battla of
some dimonsionn evary day. Cortain It Is that
the position of Bornau Is decldedly favorabla
th my enterprisa, for not only Ia It possible (o
take the traln for the hattlefield twice n day,
but also to write to Berlin much mors fra-
quentlr.

“*Onthe traln It was the opinion of many
that the dis had boen east. and thet the tomple
of Janus woulil not be sheathed again for weaks
tn come. Indaed, at the ** Kaiserhof,” the night
I:ri:l'ore wo loft, we wors quite unanimous about
that,

" *Tam norry to say that I am not supplied
with the necessary maps. Tho geography I
had when I want to school la rathsr old. and
tha man of Turkey {s partly torn out.

"It was & capital idea to send me hora.
There Inno denying tha fuct that a war corrs-
spondent should not be constantly seen in the
flrests of the elty where his raporta are
printed. * * * [encloss my first lotter from
tho battiefiald. and at the same time I would
ask you tu send me a couple of those new gold
fivo-mark ploces which the Inhabitants of
Bernau are anxious to sea,” **

There follow for a tims at regular intarvals
deseriptions of anpalling batties batween the
Turks and Russians, forwarded from Bernau.
Then ensuons s prolonged silenoe, which pro-
vokea not only suspicion, but tha following ra-
mor strance on the part of the editor:

** Tao Here Wippchen af Dernas ¢

" Bince the 3d you have not sent us a singla
akirmish, for we presume you do not expect
us to look upon your reauest fora further re-
mittance, with which we unfortunately com-
plial, In thelight of a war report. You seem
to take the Oriental complieation as an oppor-
tunity to live in the country at our expense.
Do you think this Is aeting llke our own corra-
epondent? If so, you mistake. If we do not
recelva one of the bloodiest battlea by return
post. we shall look about for another war cor-
respondeat. It was only yestordar that one
of the profession offerad his sorvices, declar-
iog his rendinessto furnish us with war at
five plfennige a lins. Wo wish to bring this to
your notloe, saluting you inthe firm expootn-
tion of n denporate conflick. Yours cordially,”
AL W. M.

Mea Fower In Mistory,

We reviewed at sume length In thess col-
uning the book In which Capt. A, T. Manax,
U. B N, discusssd the Inlluence of sea power
upon history during the perlod from 1080 to
1783 A continuation of that work is now
presented by the author In two vyolumes col-
lectively entitled, The Iofluence of Sea
FPoeer Upon the Freeneh Revolution and Emn-
pire.  (Boston, Little, Brown & Co. The
epoch covered by the prosent narrative begine
in 1703 and ends in 1812, n date mado memor-
able Ly Napoleon's Invaslon of Russia, and
Ly the outbreak of war Dbetween (ireat
Britain and the U'nited States. I'o the latter
contest C(‘apt. Mahan promises to devole o
spocial study., We sliould note at the outrst
that in the book Lisfore us and In tho preced-
fng work the author's purpose s toanalyze the

‘strategle conduct of naval campnigns ns well

as the taatical features of the various bnt-
tles in which any clear tactionl aim was
exhlbited. and ultimately to measuras the ef-
fect of muccess at sea on the net outcome of
International contests. The first volume of
this history. with which for the moment we
ars exclusively concerned, begins with a sur-
vey of European navies in 1703 and procesds
to review in detall the marltime oporations of
the English and French navies In the Ca-
1ibbean, the Atlantie, the British'Channel, aud
the Maditerranean, including the great sea
fight between Lord Howe and Villarot Joyouss
and the famous battles of Cape St. Vincent and
of the Nile. and finally the French expeditions
against Ireland. Yrom whatever point of vlow,
technieal or general. this narrative may be
regarded, It will be acknowledged that the
author has produced a work of remarkable
Interest and abiding value

What was the condition of the French and
English pasies on Feb. 1, 176i, when the
French republie declared wur agalnat Great
Bril un? It is customary to say that the com-
plets overthrow of the rea power of I'rance
under the rovolution and the empira should
be altributed to the unwine action of the
French Govornments which succeeded one
another after 1780, It was, wo are told, be-
enuse the Governments so fajthfully and noe-
essarily reflectod the soclal dleorder, theerude
and wild habits of thought which they were
powerless to check, that they were {ncapsable
of dealing with the naval necessities of theo
day. But why wore the political and social
oonditions which proved so favorable to the
evolution of French powar on land eo fatal to
maritimo eMeioney? Why, when the army
specdily became so strong, was the navy
80 weak, not merely or chiefly In
quantity but In quality—and that, too, in
days 80 nearly succesding the prosperous
naval era of Louls XV1? Why should the same
thros which brought forth the maguifleent
land forces of Napoleon hava caused the com-
plete dissolution of the slster service, not only
amid the disorders of the republie, but also
under tho powerful organization of the em-
pire.  Accordlng to Capt. Mahan, tho immedi-
nto reason for this Jdifforence was that to a
servico of u very speclal charactor, Iinvolving
spocial exlgenciencalling torspocial aptitudes,
and consequently demanding speclal knowls
edee of its requiremonts, were applied the
theorles of men ignorant of those require-
meuls—men who did not even beliove
In the existonce of spevial ouulitioa-
tions. FEntirely without experimental knowl-
edge or any other kind of knowledge of
the comditions of soa life, the Jegislntors of the
Convention and of the Directory and of the
Consulate, wore unable to realize the obstacles
to the procosses Ly which thev desired lo
bulld up thelr navy. and according to which
they proposed to handle It.  This was true not
only of thip rude experiments made In the early
days of the republic; the reproach may as fairly
be addressed to Napoleon himselfthat he had at
the outsst searcely any apprecialion of the fac-
tors eonditioning efMeiency at poa; nor did he
seemingly ever rench such comprahension of
them as would enable him to voderstand why
the Freneh navy falled, "Disdaloing.” sald Jean
Bon Salnt-Apdrd, the revelutionary Commis-
sloner whose influence on navul organization
was unhounded, * disdalning through caleula-
tlon and reflpetion nxiliil evolutions, parhaps
onrsesmen will thinh 1t more Hing nod use-
ful to try these bearding sctions in which the
Frenchiman wasalwaysincomparable. sud thus
astonish Hurope by new prodigies of valor
To the sume effcct wrote Capt. Chevalier.
"Courage and aufachy,” he said, *had be-
eome in his | Napoieon 8l eyes the only qual-
ities necosrary to our officers.” *The Eng-
lish," sald Napoleon, " will become very emall
whien France suall have two or three Admirals
willing to die.” Upon this eonception of naval
wirlare the |1]-fated Admiral Villensuve made
the followlng comment: "Binoce his Msjesty
thioks that nothing but sudsclty and resclve
are needed to sucoeed im the naval officer's
calling, Tshall leave nothing to bs desired.”

Capt. Mahan traces in detall the stops by
which the fine naval service which had been
created in France under Iouls XV1. was broken
down, and heslsoexamines the ultimate effece
ol maritime locapacity upon the French em-
pire. The overwhelming destruction of the
sea-power of France and Spain st Trafalear was
undoubtedly & tactor fu the fual re-

| ouits astalned ot Lolpsio ana 03 Weteslows 1bwas

the sventual ascondaney of the Britlsh navy,
dus to the Immenss physieal loas and yet
more to the moral annihilation of that of the
enamy, which snabled Great Britain to assums
the offensiva In the Therian Paninsula alter the
Epaniah uprising, an offensivs absolutely de-
vendant upon a control of tho sen. Tha proea-
onco of a British army In Portugnsl and Bpain
kept festaring an uleer which dralnad the ra-
sources of Napolson's empire. In sxponnding
the eauses of the deondence of the French
marine the author has a practioal as wall as
an historieal purposs, Although the clrctume
stancex undar which the process of
docay began ware undoubtedly exesptionnl,
the genaral lesson  remnina good not-
wilthstanding Uia elinngas in the mathods of
naval waefare. o dsragard tha teachings of
thesa pagns, to sut loows wholly from the
traditions of the past. to revolutionlze rather
thun to reform, Lo launch out boldly on new and
untried plans, such o tendency undoubiedly
exists in every gonoration. If at the prosent
day it evinees unusunl steangth this s not to
bo wondared at (n vlew of ths change in pro-
pelling fores and [n the devslopment of naval
waapons. Capl. Mahan is not one of thoss
who venture to afMirm that the days of snil
have no lenson for the diya of steam. On (e
contrary, as he points aut, there must always
remain Lo lin conaldered questions of dseipline
nnd organization: of the adaptation of menns
tn enda: of the recognitivn not only of the
possibilities Lut also of the limitatlons im-
vosed upon a calling, upon a military organi-
zation, by tho nature of the easo, by theeloment
in which it moves, by tho toreo towhich It owoa
fis motlon, by theskill or Inck of akill with
whish its powers nare  used and  its
dellclencion made good. It I8 Indend,
only by consldering the limitstiona ne well
ns the possihilities of any form of warlike ae-
tivity, whathoer it bo a genernl plan of aetion —
ns, for instanes, commerve destroying — or
whether it be the use of & particular weapon,
ruch as the ram—that correct conslusions can
bereached as tothoe kind of men In natural ca-
nacitios in nequired skill, in habits of thought
and action, who are needed to use such
wenpons. The possibilitiea of the ram. for
Instunce, are to bo found In the econse-
quences of a sussessful thrust: its hmitations
In the diMeulties l.aposed by any lack of
handiness, apead, or stecring qualitivs in the
ship carrying It or by thas skill of the opponent
in managing his own vossel and the weapons
with which lo Is provided for counter-offlence.
I theso limitations are earefully considered
thers will e little donlit how to anawer the
quostion asinthochanes of a man, plekad up at
random, untrained for such cncounters ex-
capt by vearaofordinary soagoing, reaching his
alm when pittod aghinat another who has at
least glven thought and had soms profes-
slonul trainioe dirested to the special pur-
pore. Now the ono #ea weapon of the peried
of the French rovolution was the gun, the
hand-te-hand fight commonly coming into
piny only toward tho end of an action, if
at all.  Lut the gun, considerad as a wenpon.
cannot  be sepurated from Its earrluge.
nor this again froin the ship which bears it,
The effectivo use, therofore, of A gun required
the coOporation of m skiltul seamnn and a
skilful gunnar. The ship and its guns to-
gether formed but onn weapon, n moving bat-
tery which needed qulek nnd delleate hand=
ling and necurate direction In all its parta,
This moving batlery lind to ba wielded by a
living operator, knit Into ono by the Jdepend-
enve of all the parts upon tho hend and neting
by 8 common Lmpulse. Those facts are ob-
vious enough to professionnl men, but they
Are not enrlly recognized by outeiders, apt to
fgnora diMeultios of whieh thoy have neither
experienco nor conevption.

Tha alm of the British Admiral, Tord Howa,
in the naval campaign in May, 1704, was to
capture the great fMluet conveying Lrendatufls
from the United States to France. The mer-
chantmen transporting the provisions were to
be protected on the voyage by French ships of
war, wiillo thelr approach to the shores of Eu-
rope was to be covered by o sortie of u strong
force from Drest and Roc¢hotort.  The convay-
ing squadron of two ships of the line and
three smaller vessols sailed from Hrest In
December, 1700, under the commnnd of llear
Admiral Van Stabol, and on Feb. 12, 1704, an-
chored in Chesapeake Bay, On April 11 it
sniled again for France. having under its
charge one hundred and thirty merchant ships
Inden with breadstuffs and West Indian
produce. On April 10 & squadron of five-sixths
of the line, with some lighter vessels, put
forth from Iireat to protect tho arcival
of the convoy, and this forco was follownd
on May 1U by twenty-flve ships of the line un-
der Near-Admiral Villarot Joyeuse. On the
British side, what was known as the Channel
fleet, numbering thirty-four =hips of the line
and attonded by fiftean frigates nnd smaller
vesacls, sallod from Spithend on May 2 It had
under f{ts charge 148 sail of merchantmen
bound to Newloundlnnd and to the East and
West Indles. Upon arriving off the Lizard
Howo detached elght ships of the line to ac-
company the convoy, and with the twenty.six
romaining ships procoedod to cruiso Inthe
Bay of Biscay across the probabloe track of the
expected provision flest from Amoerien. Some
four hundred miles weost of Ushiant, on May 28,
Howe eame up with the main French fleat of
war slilps under Villaret. Alter several Inde-
claive oncounters and many intoresting navasl
manoaavros, which are disenssed in dotail by
Capt. Mohun, the final battle took place on
June 1. In this bLattle lord Howe won &
great victory: nevoertholesa the French Ad-
miral carrivd out his prineipal purpose,
which wus to assure Lhe sale arrival of the
provision floet from America. Many years
Intor Admliral Villarot was Governer of Mar-
tinique. When that island was taken by the
British In 1800 he went to Lngland as s pas-
senger Inuship commanded by Capt. E. 1L
Brenton. This oMeer, In hils naval history,
states that Villaret told him that lobesplores's
orders were to go tosea, and that if the con=
voys eoming from Lhe United Btates fell into
Howe's hands his hend should answaer for if.
Therefore he avolded action nelong as pos-
sibile, and endeavorod fo draw Lord Howe oot
of the puth of the convoy. The loss uf the war
ships taken was to him o matter of comparns
tive indifference, “ While your Admiral
amused himeel! taking them, | sived my
econvoy and I saved my hieal.”

v,

Nextto Nelson, the most famous of the Vng-
lish naval commanders of this epoch, was Sir
John Jervis, ereated Farl 8t Vincent for lLis
memorable victory off the cape of that pume.
In this Lattle, which took place on Vel, 14,
1707, the Britlsh had fiftesn ships and (he
Bpanish twonty-seven, Hoth Nelson and (ol
lingwood wero Captalos under Jervis, and Lore
distinguished parts in the engagement., In
the popular eys Nelson was the most striking
flgnre in this battle, lecause, with n seventy.
four, he carriod frat a Spauish ship of eighty
guns, and then another of 112 gups; Lt
Capt. Maliso points out Lhat this sploplid ex-
Nibition of Hghting eapacity on Nelkon's part
detracts In no way from the eredit doo to the
Communder-in-Chlef: any more than it «did
from Nelson's own fume that the Captain of tha
lending ship at the Nile eonoeived on the spur
ofthemomentthe happy thoughtof passing in-
slde the French line. To Jervis alone belongs
the honor of attacking » greatly preponderant
force, as well as of the correol and ndequate
combination by which he hoped to snatch vie-
tory from suverior numbers. e was fortu.
pate, of eourse, in having such a Ueutenant;
but the whole responsibility and the
whole original plan was bia To him,
too, was primarily due¢e the admi-
rable efliclency of the English feet
which removed from his enterprise the re-
proach of rashoess. o the judgment of the
suthor of this narrative pecullar credit is due
to Jervis because at a critical coujuncture he
could rise above his own aoxieties and local
responsibllities to think of the needs of his
ecountry, and was willlog to risk his own repu-
tation to support her prestige. As thedawn of
morning light shone on the Bpanish flest Jer-
Vis wan hadih ba i, " & Wolics Lo vouy cadame
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tial to England at this moment.”
dead bben sald that a Parther of the
fiset no disgracsfolly beaten would have In«
oreasnd the British trinmph: but Jervia was
net the man to risk A sobetantisl success so-
surely held tor a doubttal furthor gain. The
Vietory sasantinl to Great Nritain had boeen
won and the worthiessness of the Hpanish
navy hind been laid bare. 1t was enongh that
Nftean Teltlsh ships had dashed inte the midst
of twenty-soven wnemies, had collared and
dragaged out four af the bLigeest and maverely
handled tha rest.  With 8. Vinesnt began a
Forios of naval nohiavemants which throw the
great deeds of earlior days Into vbscurity.
A

At tha hattla of tha Niln, whiah took place on
Aug. 1, 1705, the Fronch and English ware
enually matched, ench having thirtesn ahips,
but tha French Admiral, Drueya, although a
gnllant seanman, was no mateh for Nalson,
either in reapact to strategy or tacties. This
bnttle was one of the most eomplates of naval
victorles anil among the most decigive In Ita
Influencs on the general course of events, It
unnusstionably eausad the eolinpse of Honn-
parte’s plans in Fgypl and eompelied lilm to
rotuin to Franee. In this engagoment the
French lost no fewar than elaven out of thir-
teen ships of the line, afd It was Nelson's hee
liel that, had hia not been wounded, not a boat
would have ascaped. The particular elreum-
stanca under wnich the British attack was
undortaken, the admirable skill, as well as
eonduet, shown by all tha eapialng, and tha
selontific charncter of the tactical eombina-
tlon adoptod, unite with the conclusiveness of
the issus to oast a peculiar lastre upon this
vietory of Nelson's. Lord Howe sald to Capt.
Nerey that the battle of the Nile *“*stood un-
parnlleled and singular in this respoct that
every eaptain distinguished himsalf.," Tt has
bean disputed how fur Nelson could clalm the
eredit of the bold manmeuvres wheroby the lend-
Iniz Engiinh alilp possing inside of the French
line disclosed to Nor sucecasors the opon path
through which tiie operation of doubling on
the enemy could ho most effactually per-
formod, Into thls discusslon Capt. Mahan
does not enter. but he deams It in entire keep-
ing with Nolson's charneter that after consld-
Ing nll probable positions nnd ascertalning
that his Captains vndorstood his vlews, he
should with generous aonfidonca have left all
the details of Imnmiedlate action with them.
With regard to tho Dattle of the Nile It has
beon said that with better gunnory on the part
of the Fronch, disaster must havo resnlted to
the attacking foree, To Capt. Mahan, how-
ever, consldering the direction of the wind
and the method of Nelson's anpronch, it
seems probable that even had the Irench gun-
nery besn much better than it was, the Dritlsh
ships would yot have reached the stations
which they took: and onen there, the tantical
combinntion ndopled would have given them
the vietory, though It might have Lesn more
denrly boughts

YL

Capt. Mahar devoles the greatser part of &
chapter to the Irish expedition of 17M%,  The
widesprend discontent in Ireland which was
Intensiflsd In the Protestant North was
well known to the Directory, with which
through the French Minlster at Hamburg
Irish ngents hnd beon in communleation as
oarly as April, 1701 Another agont, Wolfe
Tone, had In tho Nrst months of the yearar-
rived In I'aris from the United States with a
similar mission, ‘T'helr afforts were seconded
iy the powerlul Influence of Gen. Hoche, who
had in othor flelds of actlon shown wmilitary
ability of the highest order: and who, having
estublished his clalm upon the gratitude of
his country by the pacifleation of La Vendde
and Uiltany, was now in command of the army
In that quartor, The proposed Invaslon
was consequently resolved upon. It de-
rended wvowedly upon the ecodperation
of the disaflected inliabitants of Ire.
land; but Hoche did not make the mistake of
trusting to them for the most serious part of
the work. No less than 20,000 troops wore to
ba embarked, and, ns tho General recognized
that the difficulty would by no means be over
when Ircland was reanched—that the British
navy, if succossfully eluded by the expedition,
would nevertheless scriously Intorfere with
subspquent supplies—he Insisted upon carrye
Ing with him as largoe rupolios as possible and
consequentiy ns many ships as could be as-
sombled in Hrest. Nover was an expedition,
destined to encounter extraordinary risks and
to brave one of tho stormiest ol soas, more
favored than this was at the outset by tho sle-
ments and by the mismanagement of its en-
emles. For noearly six weoks hefors It salled
the winds pr valled from tho sust, and during
the passage in midwintor Nne wenthor with
favorable winds lasted until the bulk of
the fleot reachod the Irish const. Nor
wus there cncountered an enemy's vessel
to take advautage of the crowded and
incMeciont  condition of the French feet.
Liko Bonaparte's expedition to Vgypt, though
from other causes, Hoche's ships pnssed to
their destination unsesn by any fos powerful
onough to molost them. It was an extraordl-
nary cireumstanee that of the whole largo floet
the vessel containing Ilocho ana tho French
Admiral was almost alone In her fallure to
ronch the Irish const. The suceess of the ex«
padition dependoed on the ubllity of the French

ships to make the thirty miles Intervening bo--

twoon the entrance and the head of Bantry
Eny. Unluckily, when they reached the en-
trance tho wind ehanged and Llew off shore,
80 that only a [raction ol the foree. unprovided
with artillery, could huve been landed. The
collapse of the projected Invasion was due en-
tirely to nccident and not to any foresight or
efMoioney on the part of the Britlsh navy,
Whatever moy Le thought of the French pros-
pects of ultimute success In the conguest or
deliverancs of Trolund—un mutlor o' puro speo-
ulation dependent upon many conditions
rather politionlund oconomical than military—
it eannot bo disputoed that the Froneh had
sucessded In erussing the sea and almost
reaching their point of destination not only In
gpito of the liritish pavy, but without even
sooing it. On Doc. 21 the bulk of the expedis
tion was ol the mouth of Dantry Bay, Not till
thie 224 did Colpoys, commanding thy fleet deo-
tatled to wateh off Brest, know that the French
bad netually sailed; and then he did not know
1y what direction. Bridportat Portemouth re-
ecolvod the news on the same or, possibly, on
the previous day. Nottill Dee, 31 was It known
in London that the enemy had actually ap-
ponred oft the Trish eoast, nnd ot that time
Dridport's flect had noteven salled, Only eons
tinved bad weather, and that shead, prevested
tho Innding which even the Insomipetent
Frenchromimander Houvet would not have hes-
ituted to innke undor botter conditions, Had
o vther harm resulted, the eapture of Cork,
ouly forty-live wiles distant, was oortnin. *We
proposed 0 moke a rues for Cork us though
tho devil wera in us," wrote Wolfe Tone in his
juirnal: aud how severs tho blow would have
been may vo inferred from the fact that
Il that plues wers collected stores and #ugp-
plies Lo the value of w miliion and & lislf sterl-
g dneluding the provisions for fesding tho
niavy during the next year, On the whole, our
author does not hesitate to denouncs we
lgnominious the fallure of the British
navy with its lurge and superior forces
to prevent the MHoche expedition [rom
reaching Irelaud. The fuilure has the ef-
fect of demonsiratiog, what s too often over.
lonked by the geoeral reader, that all the Brit-
ish paval commaunders of the period by no
moeans conformed to the stundards of offi-
clency established by Jervis, Nelson, snd Col-
llogwood. If the Britlsh Chonnel fleet had
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A Hermit's Wouse and Treasures Burued,
Frovm tha Liv] wit §isa 4 men,

HovLasn, Jan. 11— Lust night the houss of
Thomas Purdy, about_thres miles trom thj
eity, was burped. Mr, l'ordy was an ol
wi:lnu-%a_nd hnd led & hermit life there for

in groat passion was the vollection of
u
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It has tne

The orlgin of the very aheap and doubtfal
atoriea eallod dime novals andof the matter
in the very cheap family papers is more or
less of A mystery to most peopla. Tha Dead-
wood Dick serlen and books of that charaster
are usiinlly without the namas of publishing
houses or bear the names of publishing
houses not In existance. The authors of theas
stories are unknown to the world, and this
Kind of lHterature Is printed with as much con-
conlment as If it wors Now York gresn goods.

Down In an east side street, noar ons of the
Inrge and wall-known cheap publishing houses,
{8 the birthplace of much of this kind of literas
ture. Up stairs 6 an old-fashioned, red-briek
building are the ofcea and mashinery for
creating and publishing n vollow back and
storsolypihig 1he matter that goes Into many
of Lha story papers that Nnd Ltheir way to svery
rural and hamlet Post OMoee In the covntry.
Not only aro stories printod here and made
Into pot metal for the olieap papers elsewhers,
tut the bullding contains oMoes for t OI\ll'll»m
of tha now story and the “ boilers dowa"™ or
rahadliers of the old etory.

In two or three amnali rooms are & dossn
or w0 of men woated at desks, nllnwnéolll
reamblance of authors and thinkers. me
them wenr glaasos and hold the blue pen
beliind thelr ears and labor with lonl?hg:rll'
nerinta,while others are running throug 1=
ed slins or old story pupers Eunlln for the
bass of u new plot, Muny of these o od.ﬂ:ﬂ
condensed or rehashed from others that have
alroady had o lnrge ciroulation, ‘

The most of the storles, howaever, an?o hd
by this coneern feom the Incge publis 1'.
house noar by and othier chiaap atory publ r -
ing hopsen. Tons of choap and trifling n‘i'to-
annually aceumulnte at these lnrge publis
houses, and muech ot It isof no untomﬁ
‘Thia shiop or mill has boeen ereated to utilize
It by putting it upon the market, und t 8O-
counts in & largs mensuro why thers s
much of this kind of litorature. Th dms’p

a8 been largoly ereated by the fael Ililn or
making tho cheap and ver donh*m story.
A _publisher in speaking of this place aaid:
** Not one parson In twenty who writes stories
for publication by the 'flluml housns aver
AR himsolf in ]‘ir nt, and not one in Alty 1'11
alins higher. t seoms to ma, at times, t
almost the whole popuiation of the -:oun%g s
trying to writs stories,  Nine-tenths of theses
atorlos nro hlood aurdling or are total nom-
sense, and this shop gets the ¢ oiu og t:ia
rubbish that no reputable house cou
to put its namo

“This shop I8 perhape the only publishin
housa in the eity mhsulutely indepsndent o
tho author wnd writer, Itis (n literaturs th
mgpioker and tho ash-barrel sifter. Bome o
Its stereotypes for family stnr;‘ P. ra_Are
oredituble, howaver, as those publications go.

*This shop {8 for obvious reasons unknown
to the public. Dolng Independent of the story
writer, tho conesrn deslres to avold his Mg'
ence and poraistence. Tho story writer who
has failed sverywhere alse would come here
rathor than have hiv tale nevor seq ths l[‘s
1 know that some story writors in New Yor
who have falled to do even creditable T
have drifted into writing elioap "rot’ for i live
h:r. Thon. too, this sort of literature Is nev
advertised In plucos of Intelligence. Intellls
wont projudice [s against it, even Il its elre
tion doos not viclute the lnw."

4 CONQUEROR AGAINST HARD ODDBS,

Marvin Clark, the Biind Nowspaper Wriler

of New York City.

Any aftarnoon of the weaok one may see (m
the reading room of the I'ress Club a middles
aged man with a slight gray moustache sittine
ata inble, smoking a cigar and listening with
an alr of eloes attention to a boy who Is read-
ing a newspaper in an undertone. If a mem-
bor of the club loungos up to the tahle and
says. ' Hello, Marvin,” the listener will turn
hisn head with o smile and say: " Why, how
areyou?' addingthe name of the man, whother
Bmith, Jones, or llobinson.

U'nless you aren Letter judge of such matters
than the ordinnry human being. you will not
notice that the mnan addressed as- Marvin s
blind. The longer you watch him the less
likely you will bato ses it. Hut the man is
biind, and has besn hiind for nearly five years,
&0 blind that he ean only distinguish light
from darkness and eannot in the lenst make
out form or eolor. He ia Marvin R. Clark, who
although blind yet writes newspaper artioles
that aro bought and printed and read, that
command mors attention than the efforts of
hundreds of men who hover about the New
York proas,

For over thirty years Marvin Olark was a
newspapoer man with as good a pair of eyes as
any of them. He was reporter, copy reader,
mansging editor, in the very heart of the rush
that surges about that busfest of places, the
modern newspaper office. Then his sight
beganto fall. It was & gradunl dimming, first
a blur. that fades into a mers idea of ocolored
form, into form without eolor, into the falnt-
est of lights and shudows, into totaldarknees,
Then after a long period of rest the mere per-
coption of night and day and darkness and
light eame back to him, like the first falnt
flicker of straggling light seen far back In the
depths of & cave. With this the imorovement
stopped, and, aside from the hopo this little
improvement gave, the darkness might as
well have been complete.

Of all thomisfortunes that can befall A human
being. that which came upon Clark Is the
worst. ¥rom being an actor in the most vae
ried, lonst monotonous, most breathless life &
man can lead, he became & man in the midss
of the pitehy darkness of A night that is uns-
pierced by light, that hias no dawning, He
could hear, with an acutoness painfully sharp-
ened, the nolse, the tumult of the rush about
him, But he was holpless, must sit with
folded hands, must rely utterly upon those
MYl Uaraing had Il been f

% trainlng had a eon for nows
work, Tlu-rE Was no ocuu!rn tlon to whlggpl?r
i-nuld turn h'a attention. He was not rich ln\!

o wis not the sort of man to kit content a use=
loss burden upom others. Ko he set to work to
adapt himeelf to his cbanged conditions, He
rosnlvad to continue his newspaper work, na-
cupt the handieap tnte had put upon him and
continue in the race. lie bought s tynowriter
nnd in a fow minutes learnad the keyboard so
that with s little care he could strike whistever
lstter lio wished, nolthrnua[h having the lets
tars ralsed, beenuse raised lotters would have
cut tho ands of his ingers, but by learning th
distinoon betweon ench key and the edge o
the board, Then he hired n boy to rend (o him
and wan ready to begin nuwspaper work.

Fach day this boy reads the newsps
him-the headlines of all articlos, ll:a h:fl
toxt of some, n few paragraphs of many,
Thun hie keeps himsull perfoctly informed o
what is happening in the world esch
Addeil to this Is the gossip he hears from El’-
friende, the newspapor men. He inthus able
to comment upon the news or to store
what ho has lenrned for fulure use, In “r.
thirty years of experienco in Now York nows-

wmper work ho has gathored i vast amount of
lh ormuation about men and thiuge, Further,

10 has o still greator amount of knowledge of
where things nre to be got, if e does not
kpow the details or remombor aceurately,

Through theso sourevs hin Is ready to fupe
nish spocinl wrticles upon nllsorts ol subjeots,
The newspaper specinl article 18 n most Im-
portant fonture of the pewspiper, espocially
of the Sunday sdition,  Mr, Clark enn write in-
toresting sperinls npon things that were and
also upin things thut ars. Ha has only to
think of i good sulypect. If thers is cadlog to
be dune, his boy ean do it for him, It & man is
1o bo interviewed, his oy can lead him to th
man. Were It not that this roundubout meth
touk too much time he could
NUWsLA i OWE work.

Lo haw learned the typewrelter so woll that
he makies it turn off for lilm copy that s clean
il elonr nnd most leiible, Incomparably Lot-
tor thian the copy 1that formerly flowed from
the end of hnf.u-u--n. Al firstthp newspaper
editors wers w bit shiy of his writings becauss
It sogmed lncongruous form blind man to do
newapaper  wark, when the oewspnper s
nhiove nll things w re of things runn. But
latterly they woe getiing used to Lim, and now
bis articles appenr regularly in mauy New
York uud Brooklyn pagere,

He hns borne hisaflliction with 0 vourage
and cheerfulnoss that 14 sinnzing, that show,
the rescurces of his charneter. From the A :
he faced the situstion as if he could ses
and Lo bas never atngueered undor the seye,
Liowa that hove struck him-—1the heginning o
the filure of his sight, the tota) -!ut'unu:'t o
announcemont of u great »peclalist that f.
would never seo again, " What s the use o
complainiug ¥ sald hee " No one buta blf
man ean begin to understunid what this darks
ﬁou num-—lmllotfl«lu-ondom:uunoa

ut Iu:unt work. have to keop my
ooup with nl! work and, that
ays tterly I h
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el:dlh? no more. What nn? o

0 obe can come and 1
munllothore'in the ;tk‘:..
helpleas and alone, waitlng for duyllght an
the boy whao |l?)‘r‘-i to me. ‘l‘lml Iy greates
hurdship, and Linust confess thnt sometimes
my philosaphy is not equal to i,

Mr. Ciark hias also turned Lis attention te
the writing of Netion storica. e liss wrilten
suvaral and hus had good sucesss with the
r:: l|1-. l':fln:u..n l;n oth u--u‘-i'nrn-uiktothh .

m e Lo lionrove his worl
good l:'l:d‘ i;’ lu:' the nlul-uuup
ood & good
t‘o "o! tﬂ.lohoﬂ
ey b

g
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